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of the day to the other. Take in the 

colours, shapes, compositions and lines 

and see them express your own feelings. 

Then close the magazine and turn off the 

light. A ragtag rabble of skulls, sailing 

ships, demons, tigers, zombies, gorgeous 

women, mermaids, butterflies, celebrities, 

eagles, mandalas, Buddhas and clocks  

will crowd your dreams. And on waking, 

you will recall something and that will be 

the point of departure to capture the 

here and now of that moment in your life 

in a tattoo. Searching for your colours, 

your tattoo artists and that extra 

something that only you can add to the 

composition of your piece.

Sometimes, in order to make the right 

decision, all you have to do is sleep on it...

Whatever we read, whatever films we 

watch or journeys or chance encounters 

we make, they are all of them daily 

opportunities for personal growth. 

Memory and feelings settle like sand and 

eventually find a way to reemerge 

through some form or other of self-

expression. Symbolism arose as an artistic 

movement towards the turn of the 

twentieth century to express all of this on 

canvas in unforgettable masterpeices 

with a subtle oniric ambiance emanating 

from the dreamstate of the artists. One art 

historian defined the imagery of this style 

as being “…contrary to visible reality or 
scientific exploration, capable of showing 
the existence of a hidden reality which it is 
at least possible to imagine seeing as how it 

is impossible to recognise its actual existence”. 
This observation is perfectly apt to describe 

our need to express ourselves through 

tattoo which, like a vision in a dream, takes 

shape in our mind and strives for 

expression though images and symbols.  

At times, these are incomprehensible to 

others but they acquire meaning for us 

immediately, inexplicably and without any 

shadow of a doubt. They say that the last 

things we read or watch or have beside us 

as we fall asleep influence our nighttime 

visions and consequently our lives. Give it a 

try with this new issue of Tattoo Collection 

which we have prepared for you. Take some 

time over it, away from internet 

connections, tv and any of the other 

distractions that bombard us from one end 

The existence of dreams

Tattoo Collection is available also in digital version:
www.tattoolife.com/digitalversion

Cover photo by: Stefano Padovani
Model: Veronica Calilli
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Annie Frenzel, Lowbrow Tattoo Parlour, Berlin, Germany
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Beau Brady, State of Grace, USA
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Dap, Skingdom Tattoo, Mogliano Veneto, Italy

Jeff Houston, Old Gold Tattoo, Bellingham, USA
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Giovanni Speranza, Speranza Tatuaggi, Vicenza, Italy
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Nakota, Outher Limits Tattoo, Orange, USA
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Ylenia, PMP Production, Piacenza, Italy
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Louis Molloy, Middleton Tattoo Studio, Manchester, UK

Luke Stewart, Seventh Son Tattoo, San Francisco, USA
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Iain Mullen, Imperial Tattoo, Stockholm, Sweden
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Dawnii Fantana, Painted Lady Tattoo Parlour, Birmingham, UK
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